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industrial property. But the Convention did not see the need
of giving this pledge to France that the rights of property
should be observed, and only decreed that property and
personal safety were under the safeguard of the nation. Then
arose Collot d'Herbois, who moved that royalty should be
abolished in France; and he was followed by Gregoire, with
a motion that for the future the government of France should
be republican. Of course the motion was carried, and the
establishment of the French Republic, one and indivisible, was
solemnly proclaimed. The proclamation was received with
delight in Paris, and it was followed on the next day by a
decree that all the municipal and judicial offices were vacant,
and that, the difference between active and passive citizens
being abolished, any individual could be elected to hold any
administrative post.

Hardly were these first days over when the radical division
between the Girondins and the Jacobins appeared, and the
struggle between them, which was to last till the final over-
throw of the Girondin party, commenced. Eoland, the
Girondin Minister of the Interior, had been elected a deputy
for the department of the Somme; and the Girondins moved
that he should not be obliged to resign his seat, and yet retain
his office. That the ministers should be members of the Con-
vention was most desirable; but the Jacobins felt that to
consent to this motion would be merely to strengthen the
hands of the Girondin party, and accordingly, after a violent
debate, in which Buzot moved, as an amendment, that pro-
visionally at least Roland might continue to hold his office, the
breach was made more decided by Danton's remark, that if
Roland was allowed to be a member of the Convention, Madame
Roland had better be admitted also. The Girondins, disgusted
at their defeat which followed, then moved by the mouth of
Kersaint, one of their adherents, that an inquiry should be
made as to who were guilty of the massacres of September,
and that the authors should be punished; and Buzot followed
with a motion, that since the Convention could not be free in
such a city of assassins as Paris, a guard should be supplied